Learn to be a
medical writer
Course brochure

Welcome
‘Our initial idea for the Monster Academy sprung from a desire
to create opportunities for scientifically minded individuals to
enter the often-secret realm of medical writing. We are now
excited to launch the Monster Academy – created and run by
experienced medical writers – providing the writing experience,
the knowledge, and the know-how of agency life that will help
our trainees transform their career dreams into reality.’
Dr Caroline Bradley
Course Lead
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The course at a glance
An introductory medical writing
course designed to fit around
your other commitments
•

Part-time and fully remote

•

Perfect for science graduates,
or those seeking a career change
from a scientific or related field
Related fields could include medicine, pharmacy, veterinary
science, healthcare, research, and more.

3

What does it include?

12 modules each
consisting of a live webinar
and home-learning
writing tasks with
individualised feedback

Fortnightly
pre-recorded lectures to
be watched at
your own pace

Integrated quizzes and
surveys to allow you
and your tutors to
monitor your progress
Plus: a final
exam/writing test
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What does it include? (cont.)

3 tutorial sessions to
provide and discuss
individual feedback
and progress

3 online socials to
hang out with your
new coursemates

12 weekly drop-in
clinics to address
any queries
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Welcome pack
No course is complete
without stash!
Upon course entry, you’ll get:
•

Your own Monster Academy branded
mug and pen

•

The Penguin Guide to Punctuation.
What can we say? It’s an essential book!
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Graduation
So, you’re a medical writer, now?
Upon successful completion of the course,
you’ll receive:

•

A certificate of completion (and infinite
bragging rights)

•

Your very own branded T-shirt: enter the
industry in style

Retain contact with your coursemates and
tutors using our alumni social group!
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Modules and lectures

Core modules 1–6 (knowledge focus)

1

Introduction
to Medical
Writing

2

3

4

5

6

MedComms

Medical
Advertising
and
Healthcare
Copywriting

Writing for
Patients and
the Public

Scientific
Publications

Regulatory
Writing
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Core modules 7–12 (skills focus)

7

8

9

10

Visual Writing
and Design
Skills

English Skills
and Industry
Compliance

Data
Checking,
Editing and
Approval
Systems

Interpreting
Briefs
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12

Agency Skills

Career
Guidance and
Resilience
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Pre-recorded lectures
01

02

03

04

05

Pharma – an
Overview

Software for
Medical Writers

Data
Interpretation

Industry
Compliance

Veeva PromoMats
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Pricing

What does it cost?
Prices per person:
•

Individually funded place: £1,750

•

Company sponsored place: £2,500

A non-refundable deposit of £250 will be
required to secure your seat on the course.
You can then pay the remaining balance in
either one or two instalments.
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Applications

How to apply
The application process
•

You’ll need an honours degree (at least
2:1) in a scientific subject

•

A higher degree or equivalent scientific
experience would be beneficial

•

To apply, send us:
1.

Your CV

2.

Examples of written work, if possible

3.

500 words on why you’d like to take part in
the course and what is it about Med Comms
that inspires you

4.

500 words on any medical topic of your
choice – try to make this as current as
possible!
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Dates and commitments

Course dates
The dates for your diary
•

The course will run in Spring 2023 (register
your interest to stay informed!)
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Course commitments

10 AM

Time subject to change

•

You will be required to participate in a live webinar
one morning per week* as well as complete
pre-recorded lectures and home-learning tasks,
which can be fitted around your other commitments

To complete the course, you must:
•

Attend all live webinars (unless absent for illness or under special circumstances)

•

Complete all homework tasks/assessments

•

Pass the final exam
•

If you fail the final exam on the first try, don’t worry:
you will be able to take a resit!
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*Following course start date.

Meet some of your tutors

Dr Caroline Bradley
Senior Medical Writer & Course Lead
‘My passion in the field of biomedical science is rooted in genetics. I completed a
PhD investigating the epigenetics of adrenal cancer and subsequently worked in
immunology as a postdoctoral research scientist, analysing clinical trials for a new
diagnostic assay.
Imparting knowledge and sharing my love of science steered me into university
lecturing, teaching and scientific communications. I gained valuable experience
from my years working for the NHS, where I developed resources for healthcare
professionals and patients, helping to disseminate advances in genomic medicine.
More recently, I worked within the scientific communications department of an in
vitro diagnostic company; as a Medical Science Liaison I had responsibility for
developing a range of materials focused on haematological malignancies and
primary immunodeficiencies.
Ultimately, I love the satisfaction of seeing the final product I have created,
whether it be a written manuscript or resources developed from dissecting a
detailed paper and transforming it into engaging and easily digestible content. I
am now enjoying producing a variety of written materials that comes with
working in an innovative healthcare communications agency.’
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Dr Carl Owen
Global Head Monster

‘With a PhD in Biomedical Sciences, two other life science degrees, medical
education and advertising agency experience – all totalling 15 years – I can take a
brief and produce wonderful words to suit any audience; be it doctor, nurse,
patient, parent or professor.
I’ve developed expertise across a wide range of therapy areas including
ophthalmology, diabetes, asthma, COPD, psoriasis, infectious disease, vaccines,
haematology, gastroenterology, iron deficiency anaemia, schizophrenia, BPH,
neuropathic pain, testosterone deficiency syndrome, overactive bladder syndrome
and HIV.
I’m driven and motivated. I find it easy to get on with people from all walks of life.
I like to listen to others, but also enjoy taking the lead. I’m confident, committed
and passionate about healthcare communications. Some might say I like a
challenge, from 20-mile assault courses through to being a father of three.’
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Dr Laura Laul
Principal Medical Writer
‘When I kept nodding off at the flow cytometer, I realised that a life in the lab
wasn’t for me. Luckily my PhD supervisor praised my natural writing style, and I
realised I had a coveted skill that didn’t come easily to a lot of people. I learnt
about med comms through a postgrad careers event and the choice was easy.
When I finished my PhD in 2013, I packed my bags, crossed the River Severn and
started a new life in London as a junior medical writer.
Since then I’ve accrued nearly 7 years’ experience in medical education and
advertising, working across a range of therapy areas from narcolepsy to erectile
dysfunction. I’ve been a part of a dizzying number of projects, from symposia
slides to disease awareness campaigns. My work has taken me to ad boards in
Bologna, photoshoots in Peckham and even lunchtime meetings in Luton. There’s
never been a dull moment!
The thing I love most about my job is being able to take a complicated/convoluted
message and turn it into something that resonates with the reader. This is
especially important in pharma, as the right messaging can truly effect
meaningful change. To me, there is nothing more satisfying than helping our
clients achieve this.’
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Dr Kelly Farrell
Principal Medical Writer

‘Biology was one of my favourite subjects at school and led me down a long path
experiencing the highs and lows of academia, where I eventually ended up
working as a post-doctoral researcher in Manchester. I was struggling to visualise
a long-term career for myself in this setting, so sought out entry-level jobs in
medical writing.
Fast forward 11 years and my passion for wordsmithing, grammar pedantry, and
all things scientific and strategic hasn’t waned. I love learning about new
therapies, creating impactful content and interrogating the brief to do the best
job possible. Saying that, I still can’t seem to articulate to friends and family what
I do for a living. I don’t think there is one single definition for a medical writer –
our skills are countless. And anyhow, it makes me feel like Chandler Bing, which,
upon reflection, is disappointing…
Ross was always my favourite (‘PIVOTTTT’!).’
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Sarah Green
Operations Manager

‘My career has been a wonderful mish-mash of stuff I’m passionate about – science,
nature, caring for people, organising people and… yoga!
As a fresh biology graduate, I headed into pharma where I cut my teeth as a Marketing
Assistant in market access. I then moved into a role as a Junior Service Development
Manager in the ophthalmology franchise. Following this, I did a brief stint in the NHS,
putting my people and lab skills to use as a Sexual Health Technician. It was a dynamic
mix of patient consultations, microscopy and phlebotomy.
My next stop was the world of Med Comms where I developed my organisational skills as
a Project Manager in a busy market access agency. I learnt the art of churning out topnotch medical marketing materials, training decks and organising countless advisory
panels. The fast-paced and varied work kept me interested and on my toes.
Behind the scenes, my passion for yoga led me to train as a yoga teacher in my spare
time and, after a flurry of opportunities came my way, I decided to break from the world
of healthcare and spent 2 years balancing teaching classes with freelance marketing
work.
I’m now back in Med Comms town and ready to get my (monster) teeth stuck into some
meaty project management work – I couldn’t be happier!’
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Dr Emma Dawson
Medical Writer
‘I fell madly in love with science communications during my BSc in Biotechnology
(First Class Honours) and PhD in Molecular Microbiology from the University of
Technology Sydney, part of which I published in a couple of research papers in
Nature and Helicobacter. While at university, I dedicated all my spare time to
teaching and promoting science to the young and old alike.
After leaving the ‘academic nest’ (graduating) in 2018, I pursued my passion for
science and comms in Toulouse, France, where I was a science writer for a globally
reaching company that develops products for innate immunity research. It is here
that I honed my creative writing skills and expanded my knowledge while
developing a range of different materials including slide decks, product sheets,
literature reviews, infographics, animations, and market analyses.
My background spans microbiology, infectious diseases, and immunology – but
what I love most about medical writing is the opportunity to learn about new
areas of research. Ultimately, what I live to do is to take complex scientific
information, transform it into an understandable and memorable story, and evoke
change in the way people think about science.’
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Dr Ben Makin (& sidekick)
Senior Medical Writer (& dog)
‘I’m passionate about science communication. The “science” part led me to move to
Cornwall to get a PhD in biology, and the “communication” part drove me to run
science chat shows on a bunch of local radio stations (that are still going!).
You’ve guessed it – I’m a bit of a geek. I’ve got three degrees in biology and a
scientific publication in Current Biology. However, I still try and remain somewhat
‘cool’ by playing guitar, although I am not convinced that this has worked. I don’t
subject listeners of my own radio show to my music (that would be truly cruel; I
usually just play Rod Stewart), but BBC Introducing very kindly regularly plays my
songs – thank you, guys! Want a tasty riff with your slide deck? I’m your man – if
only this were a service we offered. One for the future, Carl?
I am now proud to be working in the Word Monster team, fulfilling the dream:
helping to communicate medical science as part of various projects, an aspiration
that originally took hold while completing an internship for a medical writing agency
in Reading shortly before doing my PhD. I wish I’d said it back then: “I’ll be back”
(complete with The Terminator’s trendy shades and leather jacket). But it’s not all
good news: I live in Cornwall and I still can’t surf. I guess I’ll never be that cool.’
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Dr Kaylyn Tousignant
Senior Medical Writer
‘My favourite part about my PhD was writing my thesis (an unpopular opinion, I
know). I loved sorting through data, pulling out key ﬁndings and sculpting them
into a compelling story that would catch the attention of readers from any
background. During that time, I quickly realised I wanted a diﬀerent career in
science than what I had originally anticipated.
After completing my PhD in 2019, I jumped straight into a medical writing role
with a biotech company in Brisbane, Australia. Over the past few years, I have
gained valuable experience across a range of therapy areas including metabolic
disease, cancer, inﬂammatory bowel disease, neurodegenerative diseases and all
things related to the human microbiome. Having now worked as a medical writer
in academic, industry and agency settings, I have learned to tailor my writing to
suit any type of audience.
To me, medical communication holds an important place in medicine. My goal is
to translate the latest science and medical research in an engaging and accessible
way to scientiﬁc audiences and the general public alike, helping ensure that
medical advancements can reach those who will beneﬁt the most.’
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Dr Saima Haider
Principal Medical Writer

‘Having completed an undergraduate degree and a PhD in Chemistry, I made the
switch to medical communications six years ago and haven’t looked back since. I
love the tangibility of the work involved; being given a brief and turning it into
something accessible and meaningful for the audience, whoever they may be.
During my time in the industry, I’ve worked across a variety of therapy areas,
including prostate cancer, ophthalmology, kidney disease, COPD, IPF, heart failure,
iron-deficiency anaemia, migraine, breast cancer and fertility.
I am passionate about healthcare and healthcare communications, and firmly
believe in the impact our work can have, not just for our clients, but also their
customers. I love words and science – being able to combine the two as part of my
job is pretty fantastic.’
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Subscribe to our newsletter
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Listen to us on our podcast
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e: hello@monsteracademy.training

